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THE COMMON AND CONSPICUOUS SPIDERS 
OF MELBOURNE 

By L. S. G. Butler 

iu submitting these notes, 1 wish to state that rhe details on the 
life history and habits are from memory, therefore any errors that 
occur must be pardoned, Great difficulty was found in giving* these 
spiders popular names. li those chosen are generally adopted it 
will tend to popularize the much-neglected study of spiders. Other 
than a few odd notes buried in journals, thi.s is the only popular 
work ever published on Australian spiders. 

J fieelv acknowledge (he assistance oi Mr. C. Ohe. of St, Kilda« 
Mr. V. V. Hickman, H.A., B.Sc.. the Tasmanian arachnolugibt, 
and the Rev, E, Nye. oi Wesley College, 

Tiih Mkluouknk Tk#ii^hoow Spider, .4 name but ten 

This spider belongs to the family Aviculariidae which contains 
the true trap-door builders, and the large bird-eating spiders 
(avuulo — a little bird) of other countries. But this species does 
not make a door. Authentic proof of a true trap-dour spider 
lading found within the metropolis would prove interesting. Al 
Morningtun one of the wolf-spiders makes a burrow and covers it 
with a loose circular wafer of sand grains and silk; bur this is not 
the beautiful door, which is hinged and fits so perfectly, and is 
very difficult to find even when it has been seen open at some other 
time. 

A butieri was originally found on the banks of the Merri Creek, 
at Clifton Hill, and later noticed in numbers burrowing in the 
garden paths at St. Kilda. It prefers a soft or sandy soil for its 
burrow, which is under half an inch in diameter, and nine inches 
deep, The opening at lhe surface is never closed with a door, but 
'sometimes a fine web barricades the entrance. In the winter it is 
sealed with earth. Flood-time does not trouble this spider, the 
burrows having heen observed under water for more than a week, 

Tli-* Mrlhnnrnp Trap-door Spider is alxmt five-eighths of an 
inch in length, and is of a heavy build; two spinnerets project at 
the back like two little tails. Colour, black or dark pitch brown : 
eyes eight., close together in a group. A larger spider, of probably 
the same, genus., has been noticed in the Sherbrooke Forest. 

The Sydney Trap-door Spider, Atrax robustus , which has been 
held responsible for the deaths of several human beings, is not 
known to occur near Melbourne. Owing to these fatalities, the 
public is taking an interest in Spiders, and numerous specimens are 
being received for identification. 

About 150 specie* of Avicnlpriulao have been recorded front 
Australia. A iKisitive method of identifying a member of this 
family is by the four book-lungs which show through the skin, 
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on thfr uiulcr aide of the abdomen, as ‘patches of a fighter shade : 
they are somewhat cif a triangular shape wirh a slit at the rear 
Also, the fangs, when lifted with a needle from their base, project 
downwards and do not meet pincer-fashion If Hie fangs meet 
pineer-fashion, and there is only one pair ot book-lungs, it is proof 
that the specimen is a true spider and not a trap-door species. 

The Ckibell.vte Spiders 

’The next group to be dealt with is that of the cribellatc spiders 
(tnbeltuHi — a sieve). The sieve plate is found in Iron! of the 
spinnerets There is also a comb on the second last joint of the 
fund legs. The c.iibellate spiders can be recognised by the webs. 
The foundation lines are of smooth silk, and ihd snaring lines are 
teased anrl (raved by the little comb and laid iu a zig-zag fashion 

The Sreki-web Si’lW-K, Anwurobins rnhustius. 

It Would he difficult indeed not to he able to find this spider on 
any house, fence, or outbuilding in Melbourne, the web is a 
Ci^irsely woven sheer that tapers to a funnel-shaped retreat. This 
type of weh must have inspired the author of "Will you walk into 
my parlour, said the spider to the fly,” The reUeat is the spider’s 
parlour, and is buill over any convenient hole, especially around 
the windows of weatherboard houses, The Sheet-web Spider is 
not a roairicr but keeps inside its parlour, that is why we never 
se <3 it in our dwellings. Any old barn or shed that has been long 
standing will reveal, on the roots and walls, old and ucw webs of 
this species. 

slmaurobins ( — living in the dark) is seldom seen, lull it some¬ 
times can he coaxed out by placing a living fly nn the web. Wasps 
often tease at the web of this spider, trying to capture it, to be 
stored as “paralysed provender” in their clay nests. It docs not 
(car the wasp, but rushes out and tackles it by raising its front 
legs, and snapping its fangs at the enemy. 

Do not cotxlusc the web of this sheet-web builder with that of 
any of the Jigtltuitlae, The web of Awaurohius robusius is coarse 
and of a zig-zag texture, while those of AgeUntda* are even and 
fine, finer than any texture produced in our muslin or silk fac¬ 
tories. 

Antanrobiiis robust us is a handsome black , or raiher, a very dark 
gun-metal coloured spider, about three-quarters of an indi in 
length. The body and legs are heavily built. The. eight eyes are 
m two even rows, well spread across the from of the. head. Use a 
strong hand-lens when searching for the. .sieve-plate and comb. The 
egg-bags are made inside the retreat and rbe young keep with the 
parent at first, migrating before they have attained any size. 

T*j,k Hump-backed Spider. Ulobona tongregabilis 

This httJe cribellatc spider is very common in the Hills near 
Melbourne, and, as the second name implies, it is of a social nature 
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and forms large communities. The individual web is about three 
inches in diameter and of the cart-wheel form. It differs from the 
true cart-wheel web of the Argiopidac in having the circular or 
spiral lines of silk teased out, arid not having these lines covered 
with minute sticky globules. 

In the Fern Tree Gully district almost every house has these 
webs in masses in the odd corners, and especially among the 
wooden frames that support water tanks. The webs often occupy 
a space of six feet or seven feet, On close examination, the cart¬ 
wheel webs can be seen; and on still closer investigation these small 
inconspicuous spiders are detected huddled up on the webs, As 
many as thirty sutlers have been collected from one of these com¬ 
munal webs. In the summer the small,- irregular-shaped egg-bags 
can be seen attached to the web. 

(f lobonts — wood-boring, deadly bite?). These small spiders 
do not inflict a deadly bite on human beings. All spiders have 
poison glands with a duct leading to an orifice near the tip of the 
fang, and all spiders are deadly to their prey, but very few will 
ever attempt to late a human being, even when handled. This 
species measures one-quarter of an inch in length. Colour, dark 
brown of a dusty hue. It has a decided hump on its back; and, 
when at rest on the web, its long forelegs are stretched well out 
in front. 1 f a spider be noticed in this posture, it is stire to belong 
to the family Uloboridac . 

A smaller form has been collected at Kltham, also on the walls 
of the poweti house at the Buchan Caves, Gippsland. 

The Small House-spider, Occobhts mints 

This species (Occobhts = a house-dweller, mints = active), 
though common, generally escapes notice. It is very small, being 
only one-eighth of an inch in length. It should be present in every 
house of any age in Melbourne. Examine the corners of the 
plastered walls inside the house. It will not prove difficult to find 
webs about an inch long in these corners, especially if they be 
covered in dust. Probably the webs will be unoccupied, but they 
will help one to locate the newer and inconspicuous webs. This 
web is not for snaring, but is simply a “tent” or covering under 
which the spider can he seen resting. Oft times it roams away, 
absenting itself for a few days, but invariably returns to its little 
home. 

True to name, this spider is very active for its size, and in its 
wanderings may be seen and recognized by its quick and agile 
movements. A powerful lens is needed to reveal the six eyes 
which are situated exactly in the centre of the head. Also notice 
the head, or. strictly, the cephalothorax, which is wider than long. 
Both of these features are rare in spiders. Colour, pale fawn, size 
about one-eighth of an inch in length. If carefully examined, it 
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will be noticed that this little spider is crab-shaped. The egg-bag 
is very small and attached to the web; it contains seven or eight 

eggs- 

There are very few members of this family, as only five different 
forms have been recorded, and this species is the only one known 
in Australia. Possibly it has been introduced by the agency of 
commerce, as it is found all over the globe. 



The Small House-Spider, Occobhts Hants* 4* 8 

All of the following species belong to the true spiders. They 
vary greatly in shape, size and colour, but are consistent in having 
only two pairs of book-lungs; fangs that meet like pincers; and in 
lacking the little comb and sieve plate. 

The Pill Spider, Thcridion tepidariorum 

(Thcridioii — a little animal.) This common spider can he 
collected under branches, shelves, or in the interior angles of out¬ 
buildings. It does not seem to favour the interior of houses. It 
spins a web of irregular, but open, formation. The webs are as 
irregular as they can be, spun in any and every direction without 
any attempt at design or order, and occupying about a foot of 
space. 

This spider can easily be recognized by its shape, which is 
globular. On being disturbed, it folds its legs tightly to its body 
and drops to the ground, breaking its fall by spinning out a silken 
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line, which larer assists it to regain its original position on its web. 
When on the ground il stops there for a considerable time, sham¬ 
ming death. It is in this position that it looks nearly spherical, 
which accounts for boys calling it the 4 ‘pilP spider. 

Size, under a quartet of an inch; colour, dark, greenish-grey 
There arc numerous details, which need a microscope to show 
them. One interesting feature, a certain type of toothed hair-* 
on it* hind legs, proves the connection of this species with the 
Red-back Spider. 

The Red-back Spider Littrodaclus hassvliu 

JLotrodcctus (= secretly biting) is the well-known Red-back 
Spider. Much has been written concerning this dreaded species. 
It js still a moot point whether it is the most poisonous spider in 
Australia. As stated previously, all spiders are poisonous. U is 
nut wise to handle the large trap-door kinds, but the writer has 
handled Red-backs. While they were walking over his hands 
they made no attempt ro bite. The conspicuous red stripe down 
the centre of iis back seems to account for this spider's 
mi popularity. 

The bite of a large or a Red-back Spider should be treated 
as a snake, bite, and a doctor summoned lo prescribe an opiate to 
deaden the pain. A spider’s bite can be intensely painful. Theav 
is little danger of death, but the genus lairodccius has a bad 
repuration throughout the world, and this cannot he without 
foundation. 

A scorpion's poison is much more virulent than that of a Red- 
back Spider, and many soldiers in Kgypr wc-re stung by scorpions 
without fatal results. 

The Red-back can be found in old tins and buses under logs 
or hark lying on the ground, especially at rubbish tips which arc 
undisturbed. Shape, globular; colour, dark brown with ;i red 
stripe placed longitudinally down the centre, of the back, length, 
about ouc-lialf inch, This species belongs to the same family 
as the Pill Spider, and its web is of a similar hut live to that ni the 
latter species It will seldom be found unless searched feu*, as 
it b, not a roamer, but keeps to its irregular web under shelter. 

This spider should not be confounded with the Red-arid-black 
Spider, Ni calamus Incolor, but this is one of the most common 
mistakes made by naturalists even. 

The Water J.ovhk, Tctrar/iwlka valid a, 

(Tctrayiuitha — four jaws; vaiida — lusty, active). This water 
lover is common along the banks of creeks and other similar 
places. Jt will not be found in houses or gardens To be sure 
of finding this and similar species, a visit should be paid lo our 
lulls and the cart-wheel web looked for on the hanks of creeks. 
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The wd> will he found between luw growing hushes that partially 
overhang the: water. The occupier is usually seen in the centre 
of the web. with its two front legs stretched well forward and 
the hind ones well to the rear. 

't he name '*four jaws’* is entirely wrong “Long jaws'* would 
be better, hut they are not jaws; it is the base of (he fang or 
cheiieeni that is longr The cheliceni projects well forward, the 
abdomen is long and cylindrical, and when tins spider is stretched 
out on the web it is not unlike a small twig in the centre. Length, 
about one-half of an inch; colour, brown and yellow fawn. 

Tlu$ genus as well represented in Victoria, and many of the 
species can be found; some of them are much larger than 
T . validu . 

The habit of building their webs over water, swamps ux dump 
places is world wide, and it would be interesting to know why the 
members of this family prefer these situations. No doubt there 
are always plenty of insects hovering about the creeks and swamps, 
hut why du not other snarers build their webs in similar places? 

Thk Satin-bamobu Spider, Argiope acnwhi 

Ac*mla (= excelling) is a handsome spicier, which can always 
he found in the autumn among Ihe low-growing myrtle bushes in 
the Cheltenham district, especially at that favourite collecting spot 
opposite the Cheltenham Benevolent Asylum. 

This is One ut the most beautiful u£ uur Australian spiders, It 
builds a cart-wheel web some ten inches in diameter, about a foot 
from the ground. In the centre, where rhe spider lurks, a distinct 
flat ribbon of silk is made in the form oi a zig-zag. Possibly this 
is to strengthen the centre of the well, beside supplying a central 
platform for the owner. 

To capture this heatdmil specimen, one needs to be quick, as 
it will drop to the ground at the approach of danger. It will stay 
rherc. huddled up and shamming death- Unless the eye follows 
its descent, it will hr: found difficult to locate the spider. 

Although this spider has been recorded from all parts of the 
continent, the writer lias found it only in the locality mentioned. 
Even among the hundreds of spielers sent for his collection, only 
otic example of A. annxdu lias been received from another district. 
April is the month during which the webs of this spicier may be 
noticed at Cheltenham. 

Length,, about five-eighths oi an inch; colour, brown, with 
silvery white, red and Eawti bands of satin across the abdomen 

Thk Ilnamklled-back Spider, bradteyi 

This spider builds a cart - wheel web. and is found in 
many districts near Melbourne. It is very common in the hills, 
and has been collected in numbers at Sassafras. It builds, its 
weh between the hushes and in odd corners, such us those of fences 
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nn<l posts. also the open doorways or windows of outhouses or 
stables. Jr js seldom seen in our suburban gardens. 

Many of these cart-wheel web builders hide away in the day¬ 
time. and locate them-selves in their webs only at nighttime. lit 
some cases a line is spun from the centre of the web and held taut 
by the hind kgs from the spinner's hiding-place This telegraph 
wire signals any vibrations that may lie caused by the entangle- 
menc of prey in the web. In this way a constant watch is kept. 
The Knumdled-back Spider retains its position in the centre ol 
the well both night and day. If disturbed, it quickly departs from 
its central position, and hastily climbs to the outer zones of the 
circle, leaving the web by the supporting guy ropes. Its web is 
aboui eight inches in diameter, and is neatly made, It is never 
left in a half-made or untidy state*. 

A . bntftlc.yi is five-eighths of an inch in length, die male very 
much less. The abdomen is broad and long, tapering to the rear. 
The* species can easily be distinguished by the bark of lls abdomen 
having a beautiful pattern of a mosaic type in dark brown and a 
creamy yellow. Sometimes there is a suggestion of white or red 
in the pattern. The main feature- to look for is the surface of 
this pattern. It has a high polish, equalling the polish of ©in 
enamels; hence the name, Enamclkd-back Spider. 

Eyes, eight in two rows of four. The claws of the can-wheel 
spiders are worthy of notice. A microscopic mount of ihis object 
is well known. Two large claws have besuilit'ully-even combs, a 
third and smaller claw is also visible These combs help the spider 
to grip its web The legs have a natural oily covering, so that 
ihey will nut become entangled If a kg is detached and the oil 
dissolved away, it will readily stick to the snare. 

Tub LjtAF-cuALrNC SrtDKk, Armens uurgurri 

Although this spider is common in our gardens and tile bash, 
its handiwork is far more familiar rhan ihe spider itself, By a 
description of ns web. it can be identified, as no other spider in 
Victoria builds a similar retreat. 

A. wayneri belongs to the mailer spinners of the family Anjio - 
pid<u\ All of the spiders in this family that spin form an orb or 
a can-wheel web, The genus Arancns is well represented in Aus¬ 
tralia, having just over one hundred representatives. Most of 
these spiders hide in the daytime. Some mimic the surroundings 
of their hiding places so perfectly that even the trained eye has 
difficulty in locating them; others retreat into nooks and crannies. 
The Leaf-cur ling Spider builds into us web a dried, curled leaf, 
and with its silk lines this retreat. In our suburban gardens dried 
gum leaves are not always procurable. This spider, determined 
to find a retreat, has been known to place empty snail shells or the 
cap of an acorn in the centre of the web. In each Case they have 
been placed with their openings underneath, which affords pro- 



ftuiLtii, Spiders of Melbourne. 


f ViTCt. Nfit- 
L V«1. XLC-X. 


vz 

tection tro»n the rain The leal is situated at or near ihc centre 
of the web, and if it he taker, out and pulled apart the spider is 
sure to be revealed. It measures under one-halt an inch in length; 
Colour, fawn, with greenish - fawn mat king*. 

It would be interesting to know how the leaf is placed in the 
web. Possibly it is attached by a silken rope and hauled from 
the ground- It collected dry. this leaf would have to he chosen 
tor shape, These details and thousands of others need to be 
studied and recorded. We are ignorant concerning them T H. 
Savory prefaces his Ftolof/y of Spiders with these lines by K 
Nansen 

''Man wants to know., and when he ceases to do so lie is uc» 
longer man." 

The Cakt-wheel Wen Sttuer, Antaeus prodirttus 

Orb or geometrical web is the correct term for these webs, bur 
the term cart-wheel aptly fits the case, and is so commonly 
used, it has been adopted in this popular paper. It is difficult to 
choose a common member of this genus. A, product us may be 
the most common form that is found near Melbourne. The body 
measures about live eighths of au inch in length, und is globular 
in shape. With its legs well spread, the spider would cover a 
circle mui and a hali inches in diameter The under side of the 
abdomen has a Jong, spear-shaped appendage, which is attached 
near the front, and lies quite flat and free for about half of the 
length of the abdomen. Colour varies in>m light to dark brown. 

This spider is common in gardens. Dusk is tile time to see it 
building its web. Many ot these cart-wheel webs are rebuilt each 
evening, so that an opportunity for observations often occurs. A 
few of the guy rapes are generally left over Irorn the night before, 
but these can be relaid by the spider spinning one into the breeze 
a length of silken rope, which will catch .against an opposite sup¬ 
port. This is pulled taut and fastened, and the spider runs up 
and down this line, leaving a trail of silk to strengthen it. The 
next operation is to lay the spokes of rite wheel or the radial lino. 
This is quickly done, and the lines are brought to a common centre. 
The final work is Conning the circular or, rather, spiral line This 
is the snaring line, and starting from the outside it gradually works 
to the centre. It is attached to each radial spoke, and is covered 
with a sticky .substance. When fixed in position, each section is 
twanged by die spiders hind leg. This causes the viscid substance 
to break up into minute globules, which, under the. microscope, 
prove to be as even as u necklace of beads. This peculiar phenome¬ 
non has been repeated by scientists in the laboratory using very 
fine‘fibres o£ quartz covered with oil. 

The method of making the cart-wheel web varies considerably 
with the species but little lias been recorded nf our Australian 
forms 
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1 The Sheet-web Spider 2 The Wolf Spider 

Amaurobius robust us. ■ i Lycos a rennena. I 

3 A Trap-door Spider 4 One of the Garden Spiders (Araneus sp. 

Air ax vena r or, - A making its egg-bag* - A 
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The Annu;i make <?gg-hags of various shapes; one examined 
by the writer contained about 2,000 eggs. 

The T \TLRn Spider, Anuhnura higgiwm 
The difficulty of finding a common name tor this spider was 
easily overcome, as the writer hus been so often asked, “What is 
the name of the spider with a tail?**, it has no tail in ihc strict 
sense of the word, hut the abdomen is long and tapers lo a pointy 
giving somewhat the appearance oi a lari, 

This is another of the cart-wheel spinner* l*elongmg to the 
family Argiopidai*. Other than die tapering abdomen, the most 
interesting feature about this spider is its egg-bags. A common 
mistake is to call the egg-bag a cocoon. Although they are both 
of silk, a moment’s reflection will prove which arc the egg-bags. 
Most spiders make an egg-bag that looks the part, but not~so 
A. higgnun, This spider weaves a bag somewhat the shape and 
colour of ils maker. Altogether, three arc made and placed in a 
line, at the top of the web. At a position ;tt one end the spider 
srands on guard, and it is difficult at first to distinguish spider from 
egg-bag. Many spiders adopt this method, even to greater per¬ 
fection. One noted in Launceston. Tasmania, attached small 
parades oi debris to its egg-bag. which in colour and diape per- 
feefclv resembled the builder which was resting above if, 

The Tailed Spider is of a fawn colour with lighter patches at 
ihc front of the abdomen. At this position the abdomen is divided 
into two protuberances, winch nearly touch each other. 'The tail 
ends with slight enlargements. These are not the spinnerets; they 
are in an unusual position at the centre of the abdomen. This 
species has been collected occasionally in the suburbs oi Mel¬ 
bourne. but it is generally sporadically distributed. 

Ti i r Sio \ v Spider, GaslprccmtUn mina a 
(Gitsler = the stomach, saiitha -- spine, minevv ~ threatening, 
surly). This spider is found m many districts around Melbourne, 
but seldom iti gardens, Jt is one of our most conspicuous spiders, 
and at certain periods, common; on the Other hand, it often is 
difficult co find. It builds a cart-wheel web where in the centre 
the spider is always located. Nothing seems to disturb it ns it is 
So easily captured. Many orb-weaving spiders build their webs 
always at the same angle. The vertical position most favoured, 
but this placid species builds it at any angle 
The- Spiny Spider can easily bo identified by the black spines 
tliai project in a stellar shape from the lateral edges of the abdo¬ 
men, The back is embossed with a black and white partem, the 
whole having uu enamelled finish. The legs are of a reddish brown 
There is a less common variety which differs only in colour. It 
is all black, including the legs. 
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Many nature lovers consider this to he our outstanding spider, 
but to the. specialist there are many spiders of an ordinary appear¬ 
ance that possess some extraordinary and remarkable anatomical 
features. The wonderini thing is. that every year, in the course 
of collecting, more and more of these uncommon spiders may be 
found, proving that Australia possesses untold wealth for an 
arachnologist 

The Turret Stwer, Dolophone. s' turrU/era 

Turriff era (= beating a tower) is one of the rare and remark¬ 
able spielers that occur around Melbourne. Possibly it may be 
plentiful in other parts., but ic is a rarity for Melbourne. It is 
found when beating bushes with a canvas net. A net is the most 
prolific method ot collecting; without it, many of the rarities would 
remain undiscovered. An old umbrella is even better for shaking 
bushes into, and, if one rib he removed, it can he placed against the 
trunk of a tree at chat part This will capture all spiders that 
try to escape by dropping to the ground. 

By these methods D . turriycm was captured. This spider has 
an abdomen of unusual shape; a cylindrical tower stands upright 
from the centre. On the back is an inconspicuous mosaic pattern. 
Colotir. brown. Length, about five-eighths of an inch. The Tur¬ 
ret Spider belongs to the orb-weaving family. Argiopidac, but it 
is doubtful whether it spins a web. Nothing is known of its 
habits. 

The Tkiangue.vk Sddkk, Arcys r/ift '(itus 

This pretty spider also is an uncommon species. Sometimes it 
is found on the leaves of young Eucalypts Length, about one- 
half an inch colour, body and legs, pale orange tan, a pretty black 
and white mosaic pattern on the hack of the triangular-shaped 
abdomen. Here i\s another spider of whose life-history and habit* 
we are entirely ignorant. Once this spider has been examined it 
will not be forgotten, the shape of the abdomen is distinctive 

The Death's-head Ssuokk, Cefatnki vxxwato 

Although there are other popular names for this spicier, Death's- 
head has been accepted owing to its general use, C, oxaivatn 
(Celaenia = black, excamta — hollowed out) is fairly rare, but 
as it looks so uncommon it is sent in numbers to the National 
Museum It is of a most unusual shape and generally keeps hud¬ 
dled up with its legs folded dose to its body. In this position, it 
reminds one of u miniature skull It is generally found in our 
gardens on leaves or twigs, especially on fruit tree twigs when 
the leaves have Fallen. The colour is brown, and a dirty cream, 
the outer skin is very rough and crinkled. Length, about five 
eighths of an inch. 
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The spherical egg-bags are dark brown, the same colour as the 
spider, and nearly the same size. Usually, five are made, three- 
eighths of an inch in diameter. They are caught together by a 
few untidy silken ropes, and the female keeps guard over them. 
The young hatch out and soon disperse by ballooning. Many 
spiderlings migrate in this way. A silken strand is spun out into 
the breeze; when this sail has sufficient buoyancy away the spider 
goes. Ballooning prevents the young from murdering each other 
and becoming cannibals. On one occasion* in Mr. Charles Bar¬ 
rett’s garden at Klsternwick, thirteen egg-bags were counted, all 
being the work of one female Death’s-head. About three months 
was spent on this effort* the mother keeping guard always. 

This species builds no snare, and seems never to bother about 
food; it just remains huddled at its post. Many observations of 
the Klsternwick specimen were made, even in the early hours of 
the morning, always with the same result. It is difficult to under¬ 
stand how it obtained nourishment to amass enough substance 
for its task of egg-hag making. 

nicrostichus uuujnificus is an Australian spider that spins out 
;l short line ending with a sticky globule. Insects are attracted to 
this and snared. This little fishing line is then pulled up, when the 
prey is removed and eaten. In this strange manner the spider 
obtains its food. It maybe that Ccluciiia also adopts this method 
of fishing for its food. 

Small Bi.a<‘k-axd-\viiitk C‘k.\n-svi Cymbacha ximitis 

This spider {Cymhuclut — head foremost, sun His — similar) is 
about the most common representative of the family Thoniisidav 
which contains nearly all the small crab-spiders. Many of these 
spiders hide among the flowers. When insects visit the flowers 
for nectar, they are pounced upon by these pretty little spiders. 
Some of the crab-spiders are brightly coloured, and seem to choose 
flowers that match their colouration. So complete is the camou¬ 
flage that it is difficult to detect the spiders. 

The little Black-and-white Crab-spider is never found in these 
situations* but is common at times under the loose hark of the 
gum trees. Tt spins neither web nor snare, hut is a hunter. It is 
black, hut a pattern of small white markings ornaments its body 
and legs. Measuring under a quarter of an inch in length, it 
needs some searching for, hut a keen collector will find many of 
these little animals whose gait resembles that of a crab. 

Thomisidac is a large family. About one hundred and twenty 
species have been recorded from Australia. They vary greatly. 
()ne genus. Stcphanopsis, is common, and its members are recog¬ 
nized by their hairs, which are flat, thick, and broad at the end. 
giving the spider the appearance of being covered in small warts. 
Under a hand-lens the spider looks grotesque. 
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Thk Giant Crab-stioek. Dclcna cam critics 
( Cancer a crab, dclcna = destructive?). To a collector the 
Gum-tree Spider, Clubiona robust a, is the most common species 
in Australia, but to the average country resident or bush rambler 
the Giant Crab-spider is better known than an}- other kind. It is 
often found on the walls of dwellings in the evenings, searching 
for flies or other prey. If noticed by the householder there is the 
usual hunt with a handy weapon until the spider is dispatched. 
Any large spider usually receives the name of ‘‘tarantula” no mat- 



The Giant Crab-spider, Dclcna canccridcs, guarding its egg-bag + 1 

ter in what country it is found, lmt Australians have adopted a 
crude and ugly word, “triantclope”. for D. canccridcs, A word 
of protest is given here, and a request made that the common 
name. “Giant Crab-spider” be used. Even its peculiar sideways 
gait should suggest the suitability of this name for the big spider. 
It was originally named in 1837. Some of the early French boats 
must have taken away specimens, as it was described in France 
in that year. 

For separating the sexes, the following detail will apply to any 
spider. When immature, difficult}- will be found, but in the adult 
forms it is quite simple. Examine a fully grown spider, notice 
the four pairs of walking legs, and in the front there appears to 
be a fifth pair which are shorter. These are not legs, but palps or 
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feelers, known as pedi palps. It the pecTipaJp ends with a small 
claw tlie spirlpr is a female The male pedipalp does nnt taper 
off at the end, hut it possesses a scxUal organ at the extremity i 
which is bulbous or club shaped. Even co the unaided eye, the 
sexes uf very small spiders are easily distinguishable 

As is the. ease with most spiders, Helena kills and eats her hus¬ 
band, once she has no further use for him. The phrase, “They 
lined happily ever after", does not apply to spiders! At least 
five weeks after this period the eggs are laid. Females were col¬ 
lected at Fern Tree Gully, uud after being isolated in glass topped 
hoxes for five weeks, the eggs, which proved to be fertile, were 
laid and enclosed in the egg-bags. The making of the egg bags 
was nnt observed, but the method may be the same as rhai. of a 
species of Ay emeusj which the writer has noted. The eggs are 
laid covered with a syrupy substance which keeps them m one 
mass, later it dries Up on to the surface of the eggs, which arc 
then separated. In the meanwhile the mass of eggs is covered with 
strands of silk ami eventually the egg-bag is formed. The hug 
of Dcicm is about three-quarters of an inch in diameter, one- 
quarter nf an inch thick, and lenticular in shape The silk cover 
in of a tough, papery texture. JTiis spider does noi make an inner, 
soft, downy blanket. 

The females of many species die and leave the young i»> forage 
For themselves, but Helena guards the* egg-bag, carrying u nestled 
agfain&t the under side of the body. Three weeks later the young 
are out of the eggs and the egg-bag is alive with movement. The 
young, which number about one hundred, make no attempt to cut 
through the walls of cheir silken home till one week later, when 
the first moult takes place. This moult occurs inside the bag and 
alter it the spiderlings make their way out by piercing the wall. 
The young climb all over the mother and seem not to be anxious* 
for food. These, spiderlings do not migrate by ballooning, blit 
keep to their original birthplace Under the guard of the iond 
parent The writer has repeatedly noticed families Jiving together, 
ihe young being about half-grown—at a guess, about five months 
old; they number about twenty To what age these Giant Crab- 
spiders live 1 i;ln not been recorded Text-honk* state that SOnic 
spiders live tor five or six years. 

As the spider grows it finds its inflexible outer skin ton small 
for expansion. When casting the old skin, the growing Helena 
takes a firm grip on the bark with its claws. Expanding and con¬ 
tracting the body, it splits the outer skin down the back, and the 
body, covered in a new skin, emerges. Alter numerous tugs, the 
legs, also are freed of their old skin. This process takes about one 
hour. The new. soft skin expands, then*hardens, in this manner 
che spider grows. Jf before moulting the spider is minus a limb, 
a new one been formed bv iegene ration and is visible after 
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■moulting. Tt may be stunted in size, but if there are anv subse¬ 
quent moults the organ tuny regain its normal size. 

Little is known of the habits of the Giant Crab-spiders. They 
move about at night and hide under the loose hark r>t gum trees 
all day. They readily adapt themselves to our dwellings. It is 
wonderful into what small places these giant spiders can crawf. 
It is the depressed shape of the body that enables them to occupy 
such narrow quarters. A large specimen in captivity which was 
missing was found at last in a pynmndical cavity seven-eighths 
of an inch at the base, three-quarters of an inch high, and by four 
inches in Length. The opening was of the full length, hut very 
narrow, about one-sixteenth of an inch, which could be sprung 
to the limit of one-quarter of an inch The Giant Crab-spider 
builds a "rcncc"' between the* bark and the trunk of the tree. This 
silken structure is only built at the egg-laying period. 

In Tasmania, Helena was found under loose stones Such a 
hahifcit for the .specie* was only once observed cm tin. mainland— 
:\i Mornmgton (Vic.), where a ietnale and her hall-grown family 
of twenty were sheltering in small crevices between a few bricks. 

These spiders are hunters, never spinning either a web or a 
snare. At night they wander about For some Unaccountable 
reason, they are repulsive, to most people. They are harmless, 
there arc uo records of one biting a human being; although they 
have poison glands and formidable fangs. Once only has the 
writer known this giant spider to be pugnacious. It certainly had 
been teased before it stood up and fought the forceps. 

Many other species may be mistaken for Helena, but there is 
only one known member of* this genus, Helena concctides has. .1 
very Hat cephalothorax or front pan of the body, it is rather 
smooth with little h<dr and the hard skiti or chit in shows in a tan 
noluur with a partial gloss: the jaws or chchcera arc nearly black. 
J he otheT spiders which somewhat resemble Detenu, have a more 
convex ami hairy cephalpt borax. of;» grey-brown colour 

THU Haim CrAXT Crar-spidek. -hopeda robnsU 1 
(tsofwfltt. = flat, rohu.sta — \trany ~) While there is only one 
Helena more than thirty species of Isopaki are known. But it is 
lai* easier to find Helena , as it outnumbers nil the many species 
oi Tsopeda. Few persons will separate Isopvd-a from the com¬ 
moner form fsopetln. rnhusla is possibly the most cot union of this 
group, whose members, in habits and life history, resemble Helena 

The Nuhslllv liufLUfiR, Olios diona 
(Ofws = small, diwto — goddess of hunting.) This spider has 
often been mishikui for a half-grown Giant Crab-spider, Imt it 
looks more naked, fresher, and is of a brighter fawn or flesh-like 
colour. It is sparsely clothed with hairs and can be recognized 
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by two large* black markings with white spots on the under side of 
the abdomen. The eight eyes are small, black, and arranged in 
two straight rows of four. Close examination shows white mark¬ 
ings among the spaces between the eyes. 

Olios can be collected on shrubs bv beating with a net. It is 
never found under the loose bark of trees. Its nest is one of the 
most interesting pieces of spinning work found in the spider world. 
It is an inverted hemi-spherical silken dome about one and five- 
eighths of an inch in diameter. This cupola is built and attached 



The Xurserv Builder, Olios diatta. T 2 


to the ground. The outside is covered with a few gum leaves, 
debris, sand and earth. The leaves disguise the spherical shape of 
the nest as they are attached only for portion of their length. 
Inside the cupola it is beautifully lined with silk, and beneath it 
the mother spider guards her somewhat spherical egg-hag, When 
the spiderlings appear they find the protection of a silken lined 
nursery. 

Wasps use paralysed spiders as provender for their larva, and 
one of the largest spiders that is used for this purpose is Olios . 
It has been seen being dragged along the sandy soil among Tea- 
tree at Carrum. The wasp appeared to have little difficulty in 
moving its bulky burden and at a remarkable speed for a creature 
so comparatively small. 






286 


Butler. Spiders ( >/ Melbourne. 


[ Viet. Nat. 

L Voi. XL! X . 


The Smalt. Flat Crap-spider. Heuiuloca plum at 
(Hcmicloca — half ?, pi it men — downy, covered with down.) 
'Phis and similar forms are found under the hark of gum trees. 
Superficially they appear to belong to the same family as the Giant 
Crab-spiders and Olios. They are Drassids whose other members 
are not crab-spiders. Their extraordinary feature is their flatness. 
Many of them do not seem to be thicker than a visiting card. They 
might just have passed through the rollers of a mangle. 



The Small Flat Crah-spider, Ilemidoea pluuieu. -\~ 4 

Bearing in mind the extreme flatness of this spider, it should not 
prove difficult to identify it. Length, about three-eighths of an 
inch; colour, tan and tawny tan. This species never spins a web 
or a snare so it must hunt for its prey. Although fairly common, 
nothing is known of its habits or life history. 

The (j I'm-trek Spider, Clubiona robust a 
Chtbiomi is found only on Eucalypts: and may be collected on 
almost any tree that has plenty of hiding places under the loose 
bark. It is the most common spider in Victoria. Its silken cover¬ 
ing or “tent” is built across the upper edges of a concave flake 
of loose hark. An opening is left at the end. < )n the floor of the 
retreat the female makes her egg-bag of simple form. The eggs 
are laid in one mass and a soft, downy blanket of silk covers them. 
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1 The Tailed Spider, Arachnura 2 The Hump-backed Spider, Uloborus 
hiwinsiii making its egg-bags, t- 1 congregabilif 9 and its egg-bag. 2 

3 The Death's-head Spider, Cdacnia 4 The web of the Leaf-curling Spider, 
cxidViita, guarding its egg-bag. ■ 1 A raw us tvagncri. * J 
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An outer sheet of silk protects all. Although called an egg-bag, 
it is not truly a hag. hut a covering. The mother guards the eggs, 
and when disturbed does not leave her home freely. The young 
seem to prefer the same habitation, for when collecting, many 
immature forms are found under the bark. 

Length, about five-eighths of an inch, medium build. Front 
part of the body smooth chitin of a rich brown or tan hue. Abdo¬ 
men slightly tapering to the rear and of a lighter colour with 
central markings down the entire length, resembling somewhat 
the outline of a fern leaf. There are many varieties that closely 
resemble each other; twelve species have been recorded. Another 
genus, Chiraconthium , closely resembles Clubiona , hut in the for¬ 
mer, the jaws or chelicera are longer and* project more forward. 

The Rko-ano-beack Spider, Xicodawus bicolor 

Time after time this spider has been confused with the Red- 
back poisonous spider. It is easily distinguished, as Latrodcctus 
hassclti has a red stripe down the abdomen, or rear portion, 
whereas N . bicolor has a black abdomen, and the front portion 
of the body red. The legs are red and tipped with black. 

This is a small spider about one-quarter of an inch in length. 
It is common under hark, stones, and logs; and seldom roams 
from these positions. It seems to lead a placid existence. When 
captured it does not appear to be in the least disturbed. Although 
the life of Nicodamus appears to be dull and uninteresting, it may 
eventually give an interesting life history. As each year passe* 
many new and, at times, extraordinary facts concerning common 
spiders are being published. 

Six members of this genus have been recorded; they closely 
resemble each other, but A\ bicolor is the most common species 
found around Melbourne. 

Daddy Long-legs, Pholcus lit oralis 

(Pholcus — squint-eyed, lit oralis .— pertaining to the sea¬ 
shore.) There are many Dadd)' Long-legs, but this popular name 
belongs rightly to Pholcus lit oralis. An outdoors life has no at¬ 
traction for this spider, which is always found inside houses or 
outbuildings. Long, straggling webs near the ceilings betray its 
presence. Old webs, which collect the dust, are the bane of the 
housewife. 

The snare is built irrespective of any design or order and on 
it the spider rests, waiting for its prey to be entangled. Hanging 
upside down does not seem to cause it any discomfort, as the 
Daddy Long-legs prefers that position in its web. When a fly 
or any other prey is snared the spider shakes its web further to 
ensnare it; when disturbed it becomes greatly alarmed and 
violently shakes the web by gyrating its body. Possibly this is 
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meant to frighten away intruders. This strange habit is confined 
to this S])ider. Some of the cart-wheel web builders shake their 
webs, but it is a slow motion movement compared to that of 
Phole us. 

Daddy Long-legs builds an egg-bag with the thinnest covering 
of silk and carries it about in its wanderings. Sometimes, when 
the spider is feeding, it is attached to the web. When finished it 
is readily taken back and attached to its body by a silken strand 
from the spinnerets. Daddy Long-legs is known to all by its long 
and extremely thin legs. Its small body measures one-quarter of 
an inch in length. The spread of the leg would fill a three and 
a half inch circle. 

The White-tailed S eider, Lampona obscnui 

(Lampona == bright tailed, obscnui — boding ill.) Its common 
name does not describe this spider quite correctly, but has been 
adopted because the follow¬ 
ing question has been so 
often asked, “What is the 
name of the black spider 
with the white tail?** The 
abdomen bears no resem¬ 
blance of a tail; it is cylin¬ 
drical and not tapering, and 
the posterior end is a dirty- 
white colour. 

Regarding the habits of 
this species, nothing is 
known. Although occasion¬ 
ally collected on gum trees, 
one need not go out of 
doors to find it. “A black 
spider on the wall** nearly 
always proves to be an ex¬ 
ample of L t obsccua ■. The 
male is about one-third 
smaller than the female, 
whose body measures ap¬ 
proximately five-eighths of 
an inch in length. Although The W hite-tailed Spider, Lampona ohsccna 
the body is lightly built, the (male). T 2 

legs are strong and robust 

and are well spread, making the spider appear much larger than 
its actual size. It is not very common, but a resident in the sub¬ 
urban area is sure to see at least half a dozen specimens in the 
course of a year on the white, plastered walls of his house. It is 
fairly active, and not disposed to fight, for when captured it does 
not try to defend itself. 
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Owing <o the bail reputation of *pider& in general, I he white 
tailed species usually meets with 3n untimely death—is killed on 
sight by the householder. 

The family Orasridae contains the genus Lnmpona aixl seven¬ 
teen species of this genus have been described from Australia. 
This family contains many spiders of an ordinary appearance. 
The eight eyes are arranged in two straight rows of four, and 
there are only two daws on each leg. 

Tub Large Burrowing Wolr-svjdkk, Lycosa ramosn 

(Lyrosa = wolf, ramosa — branching). Owing to its burrow- 
mg habits this spider often is mistaken for a trap-door species. 
Often when the presence of a trap-door spitfei near Melbourne 
has been reported, investigation has resulted only in the finding of 
the Burrowing Wolf-spide*. 

L. ramosa is a large burrowing spider, found in great numbers 
on the flats at Torquay. The openings of its burrows can be 
noticed about twenty feci apart. The hurujw measures three, 
quarters of an inch in diameter and ten inches in depth. The en¬ 
trance i> filled with silk. 

In other countries many of the wolf-spiders build a conical 
turret nf stones, twigs and other debris, around the entrance 

w> the burrow. ‘This type of entrance has not been found in Aus 
iralia. but it is possible that it will be. Kabre, m liis Life of the 
Spider, says: “Take 3 sialk topped with ils ^pikelet and rub and 
move Jt at the orifice to the burrow Attracted by the bait. the 
spider comes with measured steps towards the sptkcletT By tlrir, 
method the spider can be enticed to the top of the burrow. Many 
of the burrowing spiders will not respond to this artifice, but L. 
ramosa never fails, it always responds, being inquisitive. The 
quickest method oT dislodging it from its burrow is to insert a 
long blade or a screwdriver down in the earth at such an angle 
that a sharp blow wdl drive it through the bmrow and block the 
tenant's retreat 

Many of the females of LycostdtU* can be *een at the. entrance 
to the burrow with the hind legs holding the egg-bag above, and 
carefully turning it over and over so as evenly to distribute the 
warmth tliat radiates from the sun. When the young hatch out 
they clamber on to the mother** back, and if dislodged, quickly 
reascend, running up the legs and sides of their parent. 

Numerous experiments have been made with the Wolf-spider’s 
spherical egg-bag, which is always attached to the female's spin¬ 
nerets. tl does not seem to retard the spider's movements to any 
great extent, although evidently In the way The mother is very 
stupid, and a clumsy imitation of the egg-bag will deceive her. If 
rhe real egg-bag be placed among substitutes, the female, often 
will pass to an imitation, even when the genuine article is close 
at hand. 
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Although this spider looks formidable, it is not disposed to 
fight, hut defends itself when attacked in its burrow, The writer 
had a specimen brought to him by a boy; it made no attempt to 
escape or bite the hand that held it. The WoK-spider is a hunter, 
never spins a web or a snare, but comes out at night m search of 
its prey* 

Lycosa rumom is three-quarters of an inch in length; both the 
body arid legs arc heavily built, The colour is greyish-fawn. A 
decided pattern, in a darker shade, adorns it. .Kyes, eight] two 
medians, large and on top of the head; posterior pair farther 
back. Front line of four, small, and close together. looking for¬ 
ward. Ihcse are the eyes that can be seen shining in the burrow, 
like cat’s eves in the dark The Spider has two claws, protected 
with a pad of hairs. 

The Small Revise. Wolf-spider, Lycosa i yodcjfroyi 

Most of the detail given concerning Lycosa rantosa will apply to 
this 'Spider, which is plentiful on lawns and among the flower-beds 
of the garden. The females are conspicuous, especially when 
they have their silken egg-bag- This spherical bag is attached to 
tile spinnerets by a few silken ropes. These spiders do not bur¬ 
row, but rove about, and at times hide under any available cover 
on the ground, such as stones, pieces of bark, elc. 

Length, about three-eighths of au inch; colour and pattern, 
similar to those of L. ramosa, only slightly darker, Eyes similar; 
m fact, all of the Lycosa have their eyes arranged in the same 
grouping Members of this family are often mistaken for trap¬ 
door spiders, bur arc easily separated from thqm. First, Inc 
fangs meet pmcer-iashion; second, only one pair of book-lungs 
arc: present; and, finally, no trap-door spider has the front line 
of eyes, small, close together in a straight line, and looking 
forward. 

Gkey-aKu-Black Jumping Sri ok k, Ocrisiom mchnchalka 

(Ocnsiona = jagged, me lane ho Oca — melancholy.) This* is a 
jumping spider; it belongs to the Attidac (= move suddenly)* 

Those spiders form a large family, which the average arach- 
nologist rather neglects. A satisfactory* classification of the 
jumpers has yet to be worked out. which makes the determining 
of species rather difficult. Many quaint and uncommon forms 
have been described from Australia. 

They are the only spiders that jump. Members of this family 
can readtfy be recognized by their eyes. Four enormous eyes, 
looking forward, are spaced across the from: the others are 
farther back. But even with this optical equipment, these spiders 
have but poor sight. 


